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I.—Forericn Po.itics. 


The Roznama-i-Mukaddas Hablul Mateen [Calcutta] of the 12th November 
has the following :— 

it seems that President Kruger intends to apply 
to the Peace Congress to effect a compromise between the Boers and the 
English. But the Transvaal being a dependency of the British Empire, the 
Peace Congress has no power to interfere in the Boer war. Kruger could have 
expected help from France if affairs in China had not assumed a serious aspect. 
However, from the movement of the Boers, it seems that they are not going to 
surrender their independence very soon. If it takes England some time to 
terminate the Transvaal difficulty, and if the other Powers finish their work of 
conquest in China, France and Russia may take uP. the cause of the Boers. 
The Boers are still trying their best to oppose the English troops, and are not 
wanting in courage. If matters remain in this statesometime longer, England 
shall hive to grant some concessions to the Boers. 

2. The same paper does not see why the English press says that the 
ill-feeling which exists between the United States 
and Turkey, on account of the non-payment by 
the latter of the loss incurred by the former in the last Armenian insurrection, 
is about to develop into open hostility. Perhaps some selfish motives led 
European statesmen to give currency to such a false report through the press. 
Turkey now-a-days is quite friendly with the United States. The indemnity 
question, therefore, may be settled by both in a friendly manner. 

38. The Sanjivani Calcutta} of the 15th November says that every part 

of the British Empire will send troops to Australia 

to celebrate the federation of the Australian 
Republics on the Ist January next. India, too, will send Gurkha, Pathan, and 
Sikh soldiers to take part in the ceremony. Cannot Lord Curzon take this 
opportunity to have that obnoxious Australian law repealed which prohibits the 
indies who do not know English, from entering that colony and imposes a 
heavy tax on all Indians who are allowed entrance. Australian colonists are 
allowed to come freely to this country. Why, then, should not the Australians 
ive the same privilege to Indians? The Viceroy, who is the protector of 
India’s honour, should request the Australian authorities at this opportune 
moment to repeal the law above referred to, which is so humiliating to the 
people of this country, es 


Englana and the Boer war. 


The United States and Turkey. 


Indians in Australia. 


II.—Home ADMINSTRATION, 
(a)—Police. 


4. The Sikshak Suhrid |Dacca)jof the 15th November draws the attention 
of the authorities to the prevalence of theft in the 
Barisal district. There is hardly a village where 
the inhabitants have not been robbed by thieves, As for the chaukidars, 
they have ceased to perform the work of watch and ward at night, and rarely 
come to the villages which they are supposed to guard. 
5. The Sanjay Eay 2d of the 16th November says that lately 
- dacoities were committed in the houses of Babu 
Dacoities in the Faridpur Dis- Pygn Nath Bagchi of Kalikapur and of Eranasa 
sia Karikar of Haroa near Belgachi in the Faridpur 
district. Both these dacoities are’supposed to have been committed by up- 
country men, who very probably live in boats on the Padma, because dacoities 
are being committed only in villages near the river. Another dacoity was 
committed in Sagarbaria, a village on the bank of the Padma, opposite to 
Habaspur, in the hcuse of a rich Brahman. The police should search for the 
dacoits in the up-country trading boats which bring mats, grinding stones, &c.,, 
for sale. 


Prevalence of theft in Barisal. 


. 


to trace the dacvits. But the police should beware of creating more alarm and 
panic by oppressing and harassing innocent men in the course of their investiga- 
tions. On the 4th November last, the second officer of the Belekandi thana 
wade a search of the house of Babu Syama Charan Sikdar cf Sonapur, a respec- 
table man. This has alarmed the people of that village. 


The local police, with the help of the detective police, is dving its best 
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6. The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 17th November writes that Mr, 
~ Havelock, formerly District Superintendent of 
As unpopular police officer. Police, Manbhum, is very much unpopular in that 
district, and his retransfer to that district is looked upon with disfavour. 
During his former service in Manbhum, Mr. Havelock compelled Kedarnath, a 
Sub-Inspector in the reserve lice, to resign, and he was saved by the Deputy 
Commissioner, who appointed him a Court Sub-Inspector. It was Mr. Havelock's 
ersecutions which compelled Kisori Mohan Singh, head muharrir, District 
Police Office, to take leave, and ultimately get himself transferred. It was 
always difficult for Mr. Havelock’s subordinatesto get leave, Rameswar Sarkar, 
Sub-Inspector of Police, applied to him for leave on the occasion of his mother’s 
sradh ceremony, but his application was rejected. He got leave by applyin 
to the Deputy Commissioner. Sometimes Mr. Havelock called Inspectors and 
Sub-Inspectors to his presence, kept them standing in the sun, and then dismiss. 
ed them with abuse. Theft and dacoity increased in Manbhum instead of 
decreasing during Mr. Havelock’'s time. 
7. The Dacca Prakash{ Dacca) of the 18th November has the follow- 
ee ing :— 
The haeeicart Hyeten. Government will never see its mistake about 
the chaukidari system. The high praise of the chaukidars of the whole pro- 
vince, and specially of those in the Dacca district, contained in the last 
Administration Report, shows Government’s ignorance about the working of the 
system. We have more than once pointed out that the large powers which have 
been conferred on chaukiders have only led them to commit more and more 
oppression. Most chaukidars commit thefts and badmashi themselves, or have 
crime committed by their creatures, and they then send up anybody against 
whom they bear a grudge or the witness to the crime as the offender. Innocent 
men are thus punished as criminals through the machinations of chaukidars. 
The decrease in the number of reported theft cases is not a true index to the 
real extent of the crime, In most cases, chaukidars are suspected to have com- 
mitted the thefts, but people fear to give information against them. So a large 
number of cases remain unreported and untraced. 
8. The Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 19th November is sorry that at 
se iii i tin | asl, in the Mathura district, a slaughter-house bas 
the Mathera district. been opened by a Musalman contractor who sup- 
plies preserved meat to the Government Commis- 
sariat Stores. Kasi being a sacred place of the Hindus, the Musalman ruler of 
India by a jfirman forbade the slaughter of any animal in it. Even under 
the British rule the killing of dogs and monkeys was disallowed by the 
Government. It is a wonder that in spite of all that, a slaughter-house has now 


a. allowed to be opened here for killing cows, which are sacred to the 
indus. 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


9. The Sansodhins LUhittagong., of the 9th November says that a mahal 
os as milan a of which Taran Singh Hazari and Abdul Faita 
aide. YC ~SsCEKhan, @ ward under the Court of Wards in Chitta- 
gong, are the joint-owners, was lately sold b 
auction and fetched a good price on account of competition between two ric 
men, each of whom was anxious to purchase it. After the sale, however, one 
of the co-owners applied to the Commissioner for setting aside the sale on the 
ground that the sanction of the Board of Revenue, which was necessary for 
the sale of a minor’s property, had not been obtained. The Commissioner 
granted the prayer on the 3lst October, although, as a matter of fact, the 
letter containing the sanction of the Board of Revenue had reached the Com- 
missioner’s office on the 22nd of that month. The estate will probably be 
again put up to sale, But who will make up the loss to the minor if the 
re-sale fails to fetch as good a price as the first sale did ? 
10. The Murshidabad Hitaishi (Murshidabad} of the 14th November says 


Mr. Oldham, Magistrate of Gaya, ‘that the care with which Mr. Oldham, Magistrate of 


Gaya, has been attempting to stamp out plague in 
Gaya town, and his kind treatment of the aadaie in his psa eA > am 


have eo much endeared him to the residents of that place, that they are blessing 
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/ mm as they would do one very near and dear to them, The people can have 


no want if their rulers treat them kindly and feel for them.as they: feel for 
their own kith and kin.- Mr, Oldham goes round the town every morning and 
evening, carefully inspecting every quarter, alights from his carriage whenever 
he sees @ poor man in distress or difficulty, enquires into his condition, expresses 
sympathy with him and not unoften helps him with money from his own 
ocket. Indeed, a resident of Gaya is as happy to meet the Magistrate as he 
Leaunien on seeing a dear relation of his own. It has been a source of happiness 
to the people of Gaya, in the midst of their sufferings, that they have, during 
this outbreak of plague, got Mr. Oldham as their Magistrate. ae. 
11. The Jyoti [Chittagong] of the 15th November says that not only does 
Me Luces, Subdivision! om. T+, Lucas, Subdivisional Officer of Cox’s Bazar, 
cake ' in the Chittagong district, use harsh words towards 
es ee the parties, but he seldom spares even the pleaders. 
He keeps:a number of deer, which do much damage to the property of the 
residents. But anybody who attempts to scare away or strikes any of those 
animals is insulted by the police. By his order, the police does not allow the 
public to use the jetty at Kastura Ghat, which 1s the only landing stage of the 
place. His doings, when on tour, will not bear close examination. Lately he 
causelessly insulted Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Ezehar, Sub-Registrar and a 
Municipal Commissioner. _ 
12, The Sanjivani | Calcutta] of the 15th November says that, according 
i ac . S oo : the Amrita Bazar Putrtka, 
“Oficer of Jahanahad. Gaya .-—=sotthough Mr. A. H. Vernede, Subdivisional Officer 
xenon eceeeactsty 8 of Jahanabad in the Gaya district, has hardly beon 
in that place for a month, he has already given proof of the temper which, when 
he was at Chapra, made the mukhtars of that placé stop practising in his court. 
For some reason, he was displeased with the Court Sub-Inspector of Jahanabad, 
and besides calling him an ass, an owl, and a fool, flung a tin box, which struck 
him on the chest. Next day, he again flung that box at the Local Board 
muharrir who had come to his Court on business. One day he abused the 
chaukidari muharrir in open Court, and kept him standing in a corner of the 
court-room till the Court rose. One morning he chased a mehter on a public 
road, and another day a guard of the jail. He prides himself on his bad 
temper, and is often heard to say: ‘'Take care, in a minute my anger will 


be roused.” He calls the Honorary Magistrates ‘ asses.’ 


13. The Aitavadi | Calcutta] of the 16th November has the following :— 
2 oe Ihe complaint made by Sukhadananda 
: Roanicy into the charges against §~Brahmachari in the issue of this paper for the 7th 

| ement Officer. ; 
September last against a Settlement Officer in 
Dumka _— on Native Papers for the 15th September 1900, paragraph 24), 
attracted tiie attention of the Commissioner of the Bhagalnur Division, who 
referred it for enquiry and report to Mr. Macpherson, the Settlement Officer of 
the Sonthal Parganas. On the 18th idem, the complainant and the zamindar 
of Maluti were ordered by Mr. Macpherson to appear before him at Haripur on 
the 20th of the same month, and make statements in connection with tle charges 
made inthe Hitavadi. But as the weather was extremely foul on that day, they 
found themselves unable to proceed to Haripur, and sent a petition praying for 
a postponement of the case for only one day. Mr. Macpherson came back to 
Dumka, and sent them a notice informing them that they were required to 
appear before him on the 15th October and shiw cause why they should not 
be criminally prosecuted for non-attendance. On the day fixed, about 30 
zamindars, 9 pargunaits, 25 to 30 mostajirs, and 150 raiyats assembled at 
Dumka, and the zamindars, on being summoned before him by Mr. Macpherson 
and asked the reason of their non-appearance on the 20th September, told him 
that it was foul weather which had prevented them from being present at 
Haripur. Thereupon the Settlement Officer said that he would give his 
judgment at 2 p.m, the next day, When that hour arrived two Bengali 
assistants of the Settlement Office called the complainant, Brahmachari, to the 

Saheb’s house when he was asked if he hid written in the Hifacadt, and, if so, 
why he had written. Brahmachari said that he had written about Mr. Martin’s 
oppressions in a newspaper because he wus confident that justice would be 
respected under British rule; that he had at first made light of the petty 
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oppressions committed that officer, but considered it unbearable when he 
heard that Mr. Martin caused four or five zamindars to be wrongfully 
confined from evening to 11 o'clock at night in the presence of their own 
raiyats aud by means of their own dependent parganaite and chaukidars, and 
that he, therefore, could not help informing the authorities of what had occurred, 
In reply to a further question by Mr. Macpherson, Brahmachari said that 
Mr. Martin had given a sound thrashing to many Sonthals with his own hands, 
After this, the complainant was permitted to go away, but shortly afterwards 
the office was instructed to take a bail-bond for Rs. 10 from each of the 
defendants for their attendance in Court on the next day. The next day the 
office was ordered to warn and discharge the zamindars. 

After being harassed in this way for three days the zamindars were at 


— length discharged from their liability to undergo @ criminal prosecution. But 


what is really a matter of surprise is that nothing was said regarding the 
original complaint. Hundreds of o pressed. people were present there for three 
days, but no mention was made of the original complaint. It was solely for the 
purpose of taking down their depositions, as regards the truth or falsity of the 
charges published in the Hitavadi, that they had been summoned and brought 
to Dumka, but neither they nor the zamindars were asked anything about that 
matter by Mr. Macpherson. And yet on the 24th September last he reported 
to the Commissioner that the charges published in the Hétavadi were entirely 
false. This farce of an enquiry has really surprised us. We make no comments, 
If the enquiry has been conducted in the manner in which we are told that 
it was, there can be really nothing more scandalous. If the Commissioner of 
Bhagalpur does not make an enquiry himself, it will be no wonder if the 
residents of the Sonthal Parganas come to question the justice and impartiality 
of the authorities. ne ia 


14. The same paper writes as follows about Mr. Gabriel, the Joint 


Mr. Gabriel, Joint Megistrate — of Begusarai in the Monghyr dis- 
of Begusarai. : , . 

Mr. Gabriel does not permit people to come 
even to the verandah of the Court-house, and only such pleaders and mukhtars 
are allowed to enter into the court-room as have been actually retained in the 
cases just then occupying his attention. He does not probably care to enquire 
how far his action is justified in this matter. Even pleaders and mukhtars 
engaged in cases which are likely to be heard only the next moment are not 
permitted to wait in the court-room. 


Mr. Gabriel is notorious for his discourtesy, and calls the pleaders and 
mukhtars of his Court fools. ‘They cannot examine or cross-examine parties 
or witnesses without being interrupted by him, and any address or argument 
occupying more than fifteen minutes makes him lose his patience and control 

Weslann mukhtear 
from the court-room shouting nikalo, nikalo. He compels all accused persons 
and witnesses to put off their shoes before appearing before him. Of course, 
Europeans are net required to do so. In trying to obtain all necessar 


information regarding their cases, parties are put to endless worry an 
harassment. 


Mr. Gabriel is in the habit of beating and thrashing people. Almosé 
every cartman, who, owing to the cart-road being under water, has found it 
necessary to ply his cart along the dara rasta, has been whipped by him. But 
the strangest part of the matter is that not one of the drivers of the carts 
carrying the goods of the European indigo-planters has ever been subjected 
to such treatment. Kven men occupying a higher position in society than 
carters are belaboured by Mr. Gabriel. Only a short time ago one 


Kyad Sinha, a contractor, was beaten by him with a ruler. It was fortunate 
that the case did not come up before the Court. 


Mr, Gabriel’s service extends only over two years, for one year of which 
he has been in charge of a subdivision. Last year during the Balia riots some 
of his teeth were knocked off by the blows given him by some gundas. Young 
and inexperienced as he is, it is possible that this misfurtune has made him s0 
irascible thut he cannot always control his temper. Under these circumstances, 
it is not at all proper to keep him in charge of a subdivision, | 
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A Jew by birth, as he is, Mr. Gabriel has keen eye for self-interest, He 
is extremely anxious to keep Mr. Williams, the Divisional Commissioner, in 
good humour. The latter always receives in Mr, Gabriel’s subdivision the sort 


of reception that was accorded to the Lieutenant-Governor at Monghyr. What 


wonder that Mr. Williams should be well pleased with the young Joint 
Magistrate, and that people should have an idea that no complaint made to the 
Commissioner against Mr. Gabriel is likely to bear fruit. Vast, indeed, is 
Mr. Gabriel’s knowledge of the law! In putting questions to accused persons 
under section 364 of the Criminal Procedure Code, he does not allow them to 
give such answers as they wish to give, nor does he read over to them their 
answers as recorded by him. 

If the charges noticed above be true, the sooner Mr. Gabriel is removed 
from Begusurai, the better. 2 


15, The Sanjay [Faridpur} 4 ~ a November has been following : — 
© Fartdpur Hitaishint says that when Mr. 
: Manisteate of ff oa a De, Magistrate of Faridpur, sees to the mufassal 
with his wife, the latter is high-minded enough to 
be displeased if presents of milk and fish are larger in quantity than she requires. 
Such praise in a public print makes us draw the Lieutenant-Governor’s attention 
to the practice of District Magistrates and their wives of receiving ddlis. It is 
highly improper for District Magistrates, or any cne connected with them, to 
receive presents. If the practice is not checked, eputy Magistrates and police 
officers _ by-and-by, follow the example of District Magistrates and openly 
receive ddélis. 


16. The Bangavast [Calcutta] of the 17th November has the following :— 

pe noe Mr. Allen, District Magistrate of the 24- 

‘' oP ae rict Mogistrate Parganas, is gradually being enshrined in the 

— memory of the public for his acts of kindness and 

generosity, The heavy rains of September last and the consequent flood have 

rendered many people of the district homeless and shelterless. The Magistrate 

is personally touring through the distressed villages, and distributing relief to 

the distressed. The Relief Fund not being sufficient, Mr. Allen is paying 

distressed people out of his own pocket. Mr. Allen’s nobleness and generosity 
have filled the heart of the people with gratitude, 


(d)— Education. 


17. The Basumati [Calcutta] of the 15th November draws the attention 
of the Director of Public Instruction to the follow- 
ing matters connected with vernacular educa- 
tion :— 3 

1) Successful candidates at the Entrance and F. A, Examinations of the 
University, whatever their age, are not debarred from competing for scholar- 
ships, but candidates, who pass the Middle English and Middle Vernacular 
Examinations, if they are more than 16 and 15 years of age, respectively, are 
not awarded scholarships. Why this difference ? 

(2) The age of candidates for the Middle English and Middle Vernacular 
examinationsat the time when they appear at those examinations is not fixed with 
reference totheage given by their guardians at the time of their taking admission 
into school, butis guessed by the Superintendent in charge of the examination hall, 
Theage thus conjectured by him is the age which is mentioned in their certificates 
and according to which scholarships are awarded. The age thus estimated an 
inserted in the certificates of the successful boys is generally in excess of that 
which is found by calculating from the age as given at the date of admission 
into school. But owing to want of horoscopes and unwillingness to enter into 
troublesome correspondence with the Inspector’s office, most candidates accept 
the age thus arbitrarily fixed by the Superintendent and guide themselves 
accordingly in after years. The writer knows of a casein which a boy’s age 
was put at so high a figure that his birth appeared to have occurred at a time 
when his mother had not, as a matter of fact, been even married. 

(3) For the Entrance, F. A., B. A., and even higher examinations of the 
University text-books are appointed in every subject, but in the Middle English 
and Middle Vernacular Examinations English, Bengali, and Hygiene are the only 


Certain educational matters. 
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subjects in which tex t-books are prescribed by the department. As regards the 
other subjects, the examiners frame gg from any one of the books men- 
tioned in the Text-book Committee’s list. This is hard to the candidates for the 
Middle English and Middle Vernacular tests. a 
(4) For candidates for the Upper Primary Examination the portion of 

Shubhankari to be gone through is indicated for some circles by Inspectors of 
Schools, but in those circles where this is not done, the can dates find it 
necessary to go through the whole course. ) 

5) The same remark applies to mensuration. 
ts The circular recently issued by the Director of Public Instruction 
requiring successful candidates at the Middle English Examination to take 
admission into the fourth class of an Entrance school will subject them to 
great hardship and inconvenience. Such boys were formerly admitted into the 
third class, and have always been found able to pass the Entrance Examination 
with credit in three years. The new rule will require their studying for four 

ears, that is, one year more than the period for which their scholarships will 
be tenable. This will prove hard in the case of many poor boys. Thi fourth 
class of an Entrance shoot is considered by the department to possess a status 
equal to that of the first class of a Middle English school. hy should not, 
therefore, a boy who has passed out of the highest class of a Middle English 
— be considered fit to take admission into the third class of an Entrance 
school ? 


18, The Sanjay { Faridpur] of the 16th ng : SOrry oe, ogee of 
appointing a graduate to the post of the fourth 
ee aahen, Faridpur Zilla School, the Director of 
Public Instruction has thought fit to promote the fifth teacher, who is not a 
graduate. For some years the staff of the school has been very weak, and its 
results at the Entrance Examination unsatisfactory, The services of a com- 
gon graduate could have been easily secured at Rs. 40 a month, the pay of 
the post. 
"19. The Navayug Spemeean Be: the 17th November writes as follows :— 
ie ‘ie — ee Mt Editor of B vy won mire tote od oe in- 
aries” wth . ulged in a tirade against Mahamahopadhyaya 
Basti Sa Dae i Prasad Sastri in Poses with his da 
appointment to the Principalship of the Sanskrit 
College: (Report on Native Papers for 17th November, paragraph 21). The 
apparent cause of the tirade is that the Mahamahopadhyaya is not thought just 
the sort of man whom the editor would like to see at the head of the Sanskrit 
College. People say that in writing, as he has done, the Editor of the Hitavads 
has been prompted by malice, because the Mahamahopadhyaya had explained 
what the editor's poem Ruchi Bikar really meant. We cannot blame the editor 
if his malice is due to this. But there can be no doubt that his present attack 
against Pandit Hara Prasad is audacious and shameless. 
20. The Prativasi anes - the 19th om has pe following :— 
n the opinion of Government reform is synony- 
Bak ete Tame tating to Text- nous with gowoded of official ascendency. The 
ee Government knew no rest until official ascendency 
was established in the Calcutta Municipality. The attention of the authorities 
has now been drawn to the Education Department. The complaint has 
been long and persistently made that the system of education in force in 
this country is dishoured by various defects, and a thorough reform of 
the 8 , ols never 
imagined that the reform asked for could only be accomplished by deprivin 
certain Committees of the powers which they had so long exercised in regar 
to certain matters connected with education. We fail to see how the new 
rules relating to Text-Book Committees will effect an improvement in the 
system of selecting text-book 8, but it is clear to us that the work of selection 
will henceforward be brought under the complete control of Government. 
Really able men do not write school-books in this country. There are few 
writers of vernacular text-books who possess such learning and intelligence 


as may enable them to produce good books fitted to entertain and at the 
same time give an intellectual stimulus to native boys in place of the old- 


fashioned moral readers which are in use. Again, the few who possess the 
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requisite qualifications do not care to write school-books, because they feel 
they cannot consistently, with self-respect, go about askiug favours at the hands 
of the members of the Text-Book Committees. For all these reasons there 
is a lack of good school-books in this country, and we should have been 
therefore glad if arrangements had been made rendering it possible for able 
men to feel encouraged to write text-books and for books to be examined 
and selected by competent judges. But in framing the new rules, no attention 
seems to have begn pe to these points, and Government, it appears to us, 
does not much mind whether the effect of the rules be to improve or to injure 
the system of education. It strikes us that Government views the actions 
of the natives with suspicion, and, fearing lest the non-official members of the 
Text-Book Committees should, by introducing in schools the study of extremely 
seditious books, become the means of aiding and abetting the work of sub- 


a British rule, has taken the duty of selecting text-books into its own 
ands. 


One of the rules requires that the proportion of official to non-official 


members on the Committee shaJl be as two to one. What likelihood is. there 
of such political agitations being made at the meetings of the Committee that 
Government has resolved upon having a standing majority of official members 
on that body? Now, in the selection of text-books, the only points which 


ought always to be kept in view are whether or not a particular book it fitted | 


to impart moral notions to the reader, to stimulate his intelligence, to awaken 
his sense of right and wrong, to elevate his character, and to teach him self- 
sacrifice and self-restraint. What possibility is there of such a clash and 
conflict taking place between the interests of the sovereign and those of the 
subject in the discharge of this duty that Government is so anxious to increase 
the number of its own partisans in the Committee ? ) 

What qualification does the Director of Public Instruction possess for 
filling the Presidentship of the Text-book Committee? ‘T'he Englishmen who 
are generally appointed Director of Public Instruction are innocent of all 
knowledge of Bengali.: As Presidents of the Text-book Committee, therefore, 
they will have either to depend on translations or to be guided by their 
Bengali subordinates. In both cases, they will be liable to commit errors, 
What appears perfectly unobjectionable in one language is changed in purport 
when translated into another. Again, there are few men in the Education 
Department so learned and impartial that their opinion can be accepted as correct. 
- Government servants especially will not be always able to express their 

independent views, even if they have a wish to do so, and will very probably 
reject a book tho moment they find any mention of Government made in it. 
Knot upon knot: all books are, in the first instance, to be approved of by the 
Director and passed by the official members forming two-thirds of the Com- 
mittee. We do not see why Government shiuld be troubled with so much 
fear. Native students read in English history that to defend their liberty 
Englishmen deluged their country with blood, and killed one of their kings, 
and yet nothing has occurred to shake the English throne. But the moment 
these students read one or two patriotic and national songs they will all 
become rebels! Surely no sensible man would allow himself to be troubled 


by such fears. Why, then, is Government going to place the Text-hook 


Committee under official surveillance? Instead of helping us to awaken a 
spirit of nationality ; to increase our respect for our country, and to remove 
errors and misconceptions and again illumine our fatherland with the pure 
light of civilisation, the enlightened British Government is repeatedly 
reminding us of cur degraded condition by its enforcement of an illiberal 

olicy and determination to curtail our liberty in all matters, Is not the 
Jess Mast increasing popular discontent by following such a narrow policy ? 
It may pluck out our nails and teeth and tear off our hands and feet, but it 
cannot take away the capacity of feeling pain, and the power of thinking and 
judging, which we possess. It is the object of the rulers to reduce us to the 
condition of a flock of sheep by giving us vegetable food to eat, food, that is, 
which makes the consumer meek and timid, but will that object be gained by 
giving those who are able to think and judge for themselves and draw 
inferences from an observation of the current events only such books to read as 
are free from all trace of politics and patriotism ? Granted we shall be made loya} 
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only by reading eulogistic accounts of British rule in text-books, but when 
afterwards we shall see at the railway station that there is as much difference 
made between natives and Europeans as there is between the heavens and the 
nether regions, and shall find that in tramcars the sight of a European makes 
native passengers shrink in fear, every letter of the invaluable lesson learnt 
there will be imprinted on the mind. It is not clear why the British Govern- 
ment, which, in governing this country, has to discharge heavy and multifarious 
duties, should be Jed by imaginary fears to thus uselessly.epend its” energies 
in framing rules and regulations, 

21. The Prabhut [Calcutta] of the 21st November says that the real 
object of the new rules relating to Text-Book 
Committees is not to reform those Committees, 
but to bring them completely under the control 
of the Education Department. The Government’s policy in regard to these 
bodies was sufficiently indicated when it declared the Director of Public 
Instruction President of the Central Text-book Committee without giving any 
notice to Dr. Gurudas Banerji, who was then holding that office. The 
Committees which will be formed under the new rules, will be official Com- 
mittees, and all their work will be done practically by the Director of Public 
Instruction. No learned and independent man will consent to serve on such 
Committees. ‘The Director will be all-in-all. ‘The members will be appointed 
on his recommendation and no books, which are not submitted by him, will be 
considered by the Committees. Practically, therefore, the work of the Com- 
mittees will be done by the clerk in the Director’s office: or other officer to 
whom the Director will delegate the duty of selecting text-books in the first 
instance. It would have been better to abolish the Committees instead of 
making such a round-about movement in regard to them. 


The new rules rela'ing to Text- 
Book Committees. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


22. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 16th November refers to the cases 
of cattle-poisuning in the Calcutta Municipal Gow- 
khana brought to light by the new Veterinary 

Surgeon in charge. The enquiry made into the 
matter has not led to the detection of the offenders, but it has had the effect 
of putting a stop to the crime, and making the Surgeon Babu so unpopular 
that he was lately belaboured with a lathi by some unknown person. It is 
to be regretted that no regular enquiry has been made into the case. Why 
was no enquiry made of those who are entrusted with the purchase or sale 
of municipal cattle? What has the new Chairman got to say in this matter ? 


( f}— Questions affecting the land. 


, 23. The Bikash [Barisal] of the 18th November thinks it strange that 
the public bodies in Barisal should still remain 
silent about the cadastral survey of the Backergunge 
district, Government thinks that such a survey 
will establish peace in the district by putting a stop to land disputes. But the 
writer thinks very differently. A cadastral survey will ruin petty talukdars, 
zamindars, and other landholders, and involve ‘a people in litigation more 
deeply than at present, Old residents of the district used to talk of the oppres-— 
sions that were committed on the occasion of the last cadastral survey, which 
was held long ago, and they long remembered the ‘squinting survey Babu.’ 
Complaints are being already heard against the members of the newly-arrived 
survey D ast A raiyat complains that his sugarcane plantation has been 
damaged. 
The authorities should see that damage to crops is not done by the survey 
arty, and it is hoped that no cases of oppression will be heard of when 
r. Bell, the Settlement Officer, arrives on the spot. 
24. A correspondent of the Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 16th November 
complains of the hardship and inconvenience to 


Cattle-poisoning in the Calcutta 
Municipal Gowkbarxza. 


The cadastral survey of Backer. 
gunge. 


Payment of khas mahal rents in 
the Midnapore district. 


which the raiyats of Doro pargana, a Government 
khas mahal in the Midnapore district, have been 
subjected by the order passed last year by Mr. Faulder, the District Collector, 
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requiring them to pay their yearly rent in four instead of the twelve instalments 
commencing with Ashwin in which they had so long paid it under the old 
settlement and in accordance with the conditions of the patts granted by 
Mr, Fenny. The correspondent hopes that the Lieutenant-Governor will be 


pleased to direct a return to the old arrangement, and thereby save the raiyats 
from trouble and harassment. 


(7)—Ratlways and communications, ineluding canals and irrigation. 


25. The Sansodhint [Chittagong] of the 9th November says that the — sansonmm, 


a wdtiiiin eitiiiihii absence of a separate compartment for female Nov. 9th, 1900. 
fire geese _ passengers in the through passenger carriage which 
accompanies the mail train from Chittagong at night, causes serious inconve- 


nience to those female passengers who -are bound for Chandpur. It is 
extremely inconvenient, not to say hazardous, for such passengers to change 
their carriage at night at the Laksham junction. 


hag — of a waiting-room for female passengers at Chandpur is also 

keenly felt. 

36, The Burdwan Sanjivani [Burdwan] of the 13th November is sorry to poupwan Sanstvast, 

, notice that whilst the railway administrations in Nov. 18th, 1900. 

A grievance of Hindu ratiway India offer every facility and make every conces- 

erate sion to European hotel-keepers who establish hotels 

and refreshment rooms for European passengers, on the lines, they not only 

never make any concession to those who own, or wish to establish, eating houses 

or refreshment rooms for Hindu passengers, but exact from them an extremely © 

heavy license fee and exorbitant rents for rooms supplied. For instance, the 

East Indian Railway Company .exacts from Babu Haripada Dey, the owner of 

the sweetmeat shop at the Burdwan station, Rs. 1,600 a year. This is some- 

thing astounding. Owing to such hard treatment of Hindu purveyors, eating 

houses and refreshment rooms for Hindu passengers are few and far between, 


and those passengers have, in consequence, to suffer great inconvenience when 
travelling long distances. 


27, The Khulna [Khulna] of the 15th November complains that incon- 
venience is caused in consequence of the steamer 
ghét at Khulna not being lighted at night. The 


Steamer Company does not pay the least attention to the comfort and conve- 
- nience of passengers. 


28. The Faridpur Hitaishini | Faridpur | of the 15th November hopes that 


KHULNA, 


A steamer ghAt not lighted. Nov. 15th, 1900. 


: é . FARIDPUR 
3 Government will see its way to sanction the ‘'tasum, 
A canal wanted inthe Faridpur 


PRS excavation of a canal in the southern part of the Nov 15th. 1900. 
_  Faridpur district. Ainpur, Bhanga, Muksudpur, 

and Gopalganj are situate within the jurisdiction of the Kotalipur thana, whigh 

is all low Jand not at all suited for roads. A canal in these parts would facili- 

tate trade, promote sanitation, and serve asa drainage channel. The cost of 

excavation also would be comparatively small. ) 


29. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 16th November has the following :— 


HiTavaDI, 
here has been an increase of sickness among Nov, 16th, 1900, 
Medical treatment of the native 


3 the native staff in almost every station of the East 
ann + He Pe. Indian Railway, necessitating i employment of 
extra hands. But it is a matter of regret that the sick do not receive proper 
medical treatment. European medicines are not, as a rule, given to the native 
employés, the standing orders prohibiting the supply of good medicines in 
such cases. The number of native doctors 1s being reduced, while the number 
of employés requiring medical treatment is now double of what it formerly 
was. The Doctor Babu, who was stationed in Etawa, has long been transferred 
elsewhere, and the local hospital abolished. It is strange that while the 
authorities are not unwilling to incur increased expenditure in the shape of pay 
and allowances, they grudge even a small out y on good and necessary 
medicines like quinine. ‘The small stations are like so many solitary matdans. 
If any ot the employés stationed there fall sick and prefer resorting to an 
outside dispensary to dying in his place without medicine or treatment, he 1s 
harassed in various ways, and not unoften dismissed from the railway service. 
The native Doctor of Nvada, a station on the South Bihar Branch Railway, 
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‘4 not attend a patient or give him good medicines, and when on the patient's 
in his relatives complained against the Doctor, his defence was thei’ ha did 
not attend the deceased because he would not take any medicine which the 
doctor might give him. But no ap og! was made as to whether or no he was 
required to give good medicine and the fact of his not attending the deceased was 
considered sufficient to justify his dismissal from the service. The authorities 
should enquire whether an invidious distinction is really made between the 
native aad European employés of the railways in the matter of medical 


- treatment. 


30. A correspondent of the same paper draws attention to the frequency 
of accidents on the Howrah-Siakhala line, result- 
Pe ged on the Howrali- ing in delay, loss, and inconvenience to passengers 
and reflecting discredit on the managers of the 
line. On. the 24th October last two rompeg | carriages, crammed with passgen- 
gers, got derailed near the facing points at the Howrah gh&t station. Fortu- 
nately no one was seriously hurt. On the 2nd November the engine of 
No, 21 up train was disabled near the North Bantra station. On the same 
day the down train could come only as far as Chanditala, and there being no 
other down train on that day, the passengers for Calcutta had to return 
home after waiting for a couple of hours at the station, The greatest losers 
were the dealers in chhdna (curds), who are holders of monthly tickets, and 
come daily to Calcutta to supply the confectioners with that commodity. 
Being unable to come to Calcutta, their whole supply of chhdna was spoilt and 
they lost a good deal of money. 
31, Another correspondent of the same paper complains that on the 18th 
Acomplaint against the booking. October last the booking-clerk of tke Magra 
clerk of the Magra station, Exst station on the East Indian Railway began to 
Indian Railway. issue tickets to intending passengers assembled 
at the station only when No. 11 up mail train was akout to enter the station 
limits, and that many of them, therefore, could not avail themselves of that 
train. ‘They were, in consequence, subjected to great inconvenience, 3 
32. The Prabhat (Calcutta! of the 21st November says that as no useful 
i ila purpose is served by the sale of intermediate class 
: ; tickets at the East Indian Railway Company’s 
office at Fairlie Place in Calcutta, in consequence of intermediate class pass- 
engers not being allowed to book their luggage at that office, the sale of 
intermediate class tickets at the Calcutta office should be discontinued. 
Great inconvenience is caused to intermediate class passengers travelling 


long distances on this railway for want of sufficient accommodation. It is true 
there is the following rule :— : 


‘Qn local trains for all classes of passengers, and on through trains for 
intermediate and third class passengers, the Company provides only sitting 
accommodation, but on through trains the number of intermediate class pass- 
engers per compartment is, as a rule, reduced to 8.” | 


But the words “as a rule” give a large discretion to railway employés, 
and the rule is never observed. To prevent overcrowding in intermediate 
class carriages in through trains, two kinds of such carriages ought to be 
peeve in those trains—one kind only for local passengers, that is to say, 

or those who do not intend to travel more than one hundred miles, and 
another only for those who wish to travel longer distances, Passengers when 
getting into carriages should be shown their proper carriages by station masters 
or other railway employés.. It is absolutely necessary, for the comfort and 
convenience of through passengers, that this suggestion should be carried out. 


(h)—— General. 


33. The Sanjivani Valetta) of the 15th November has the ows 
eart’s 


huis ob a sieht On See ur Viceroy is an Imperialist. Itis his 


empire. desire to see the British empire made a matchless 

power inthe world by the union of its different 
parts, large aswell as small. India is included in that em ire. Why, then, 
and privileges ? How long will India be 
ich are enjoyed by the British Colonies ? 


should not Indians enjoy all its rights 
kept deprived of the privileges w 


Ce a a a 


‘Maharaja of Patiala has just died, and heranilé 


( 859 ) 


Lord Curzon has been P 
confer on the loyal Indians the privileges of British citizens ? His Excellen 
has already given many proofs that he is a man who acts up to his words. He 
should now give a proof of his appreciation of Indian loyalty by fulfilling the 
long-cherished hope of the Indians to be recognised as subjects of the British 
empire. It is long since India was included in the British empire, and Indians 
now wish that it should be incorporated in that empire, enjoying all its rights 
and privileges, 
34, The same paper has the following :— 
Lord Curzon was perfectly right when, in the 
Lord Curzon on the employment ¢ourge of his speech at the Rajkot Darbar, he said 
of natives in high posts. . : ’ 
that the ‘advantage accruing from the secure 
existence of Native States was mutual in the case of Chiefs and States, and that, 
since old families and traditions were thereby preserved, a link was maintained 
with the past that is greatly cherished be the people, and an opening was given 
for the employment of native talent which the British system did not always, 
or equally, provide.” Asa matter of fact, British India affords no opportunities 
to the children of the soil for the exercise of their talents, Administrative 
power in British India is entirely in the hands of Englishmen. Indians are, 
it is true, appointed to high posts, but it is doubtful if any administrative power 
will ever be placed in their hands, For proofs of the fact that natives of India 
are able to rule, one must therefore go to the Native States. Men like Sir 
Salar Jung, Jang Bahadur, Sir T. Madhav Rao, Sir Dinkar Rao, and Sheshadri 
Iyer clearly prove that Indians are not incapable of ruling a country. In fact, 
nf Indians are given the necessary opportunities, they can display their talent in 


every walk of life and sphere of acticn. But the Viceroy has himself admitted 


that British India cannot afford Indians such opportunities. It will not, 
therefore, be too much to hope that they shall get them, at least, in the Native 


States and native zamindaris. But itis a matter of regret that not even this 


hope is always fulfilled. Ifthe ruler of a Native State happens to be a minor, 


his administration is placed in the hands of a European. This is age 


opposed to the policy which should find favour with Lord Curzon. Indians wi 
remain grateful to His Excellency if he can act up to his words and give 
natives of India more opportunities for engplpyment in Native States. The 
‘88 an opportunity for placing a 
native of India at the head of his State. Another opportunity a been afforded 
in Bharatpur. In Manipur, also, whose ruler is still a minor, Government may 
place a native like Babu Umakanta Das in charge of the administration. 
Formerly none but natives were appointed Managers of Court of Wards 
estates; now-a-days Europeans are preferred for these offices. All the Court of 
Wards estates in Bihar, without exception, are under European managers. 


European managers have also been appointed to the Lachmipur estate in 


Bhagalpur, the Khagra estate in Purnea, and the Narhan estate in’ Darbhanga. 

Lord Curzon should issue orders for the employment of only natives in all 
such posts. : 

35. The Bangavast [Calcutta] of the 17th November writes as follows 

with reference to the new rules and regulations 
The new clerkship rules. regarding the Clerkship Examination :— 

It is certainly known to the Viceroy and his a} 
examination of a European school is inferior to the B. A. Examination and 
corresponds to the F, A. Examination of the Calcutta University. But as the 
Government is resolved to freely admit Europeans and Eurasians to all depart- 
ments of the public service, and as this cannot be done if European and 
Eurasian candidates for the Clerkship Examination be required to pass the 
B. A. Examination, it is useless to object to the new rules and regulations. 

36. The Bharat Mitra | Calcutta] of the 19th November says that the 
Mogul Emperors are said to have made tours with 
great magnificence and grandeur. They took with 
them on such occasions their family, vizier, clerks, 
bodyguard, and a number of troops, and were supplied with all sorts of articles 


Magnificence of Lord Curzon’s 
tours. 


of luxury. They rode on elephants and horses, and travelled in bullock carts, 


buffalo carts, camel carts, and palanquins. We thought that at the present 
time i ‘Emperor could make tours with such grandeur. But the way Lord 


leased at the loyalty of the Indians, and will he not 


ouncil that the higher grade © 
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Carzon is making his tour has removed that idea from our mind. The 
magnificent style in which he is making his pero tour is in no way inferior to 
that of the Emperor of Delhi. Instead of ugly-looking conveyences of the 
olden time, Lord Curzon is travelling in a very beautiful special train, accom- 
panied by his wife, secretaries, staffs, and clerks, and wherever his train stops, 
there is a grand display of magnificence. It seems that such magnificence was 
never before seen even by any Emperor of India. 

37. The Hindu _ {Rajshahi] of the 21st November writes as fol- 

ows :— 


Begar is a long-standing custom of this country. 
Big zamindars as well as petty zamindars are in the 


Appointment of census enumera- 
tors and supervisors. 


habit of exacting degar from their raiyats. It is, therefore, no wonder that 
Government, the zamindar of zamindars, should also exact begar from its subjects. 
The work for which Government is just now asking the people to help it, with- 
out taking any remunerations, is the taking of the census. It is not right for 
any one who can render any help to Government to refuse to do so. But it is 
the Government’s duty to see that no oppression is committed in appointing 
people as enumerators and supervisors. No one who is unfit forthe duty 
of a supervisor or enumerator should be entrusted withit. It has not been 
right to oe illiterate men as enumerators, as has been done in several 
places in Rajshahi. Those who have made these appointments defend their 
action by saying that if the men appointed as enumerators are unfit to do their 
work themselves, they should get others to do it forthem. But the work 
cannot be done satisfactorily in this way. In some places, again, the Deputy 
Magistrates, who were entrusted with the duty of appointing enumerators and 
supervisors, threatened those who refused to serve in those capacities with 
criminal prosecution, As the work of making these appointments is being 
done through the agency of the police, police officers have got a good opportu- 
nity for exacting bribes. It is to be hoped that the rules which the Lieute- 
nant-Governor has framed for the taking of the census will be given effect 
rd in a same considerate spirit in which they have been conceived and 
ramed, | 

The printed instructions which are being circulated for the guidance of 
supervisors are not written in simple language, and are not readily intelligible. 
It will be difficult for village people to understand them. These instructions 
ought to have been written in simpler language and illustrated with examples. 
They would also have served their purpose better, if they had been published 
in vernacular weekly newspapers and reviewed in them. 


oe ee 
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IV.—NatTivE STATEs. 


88. Referring to Lord Curzon’s advice to the Native Chiefs to keep 


ere ; ace with the progress of the time, the Sanjtvans 

cate Sores eaten te tates [Caleatta of the 15th November writes as 
ollows :— | 

No one can deny that India can make no progress unless her Native 

States share in her progress. We are very glad to see His Excellency express 

so much anxiety for the amelioration of the Native States. But he should 

remember that a man’s faculties are not fully developed if he is not given full 


liberty of action, and that Indian Princes are not only not given such liberty, 


but are kept in perpetual tutelage. These princes are not allowed even to 
move about freely. If the Native States are to make progress, it is first of all 
necessary that this restraint should be removed by the removal of the 
Residents and Political Agents from their courts. There was a necessity for the 
maintenance of these officers in the Native States when the country was not 
yet fully settled under British rule; but that necessity no longer exists. The 

overnment of India ‘may keep as sharp an eye on those States as it thinks 
necessary, but it is necessary for their progress that they should be freed from 
the presence of Residents. Many Native States aro still in a very backward 
condition. But their rulers will pay no attention to their progress and the 


pip of their subjects, so long as they are not allowed full freedom of 
action, : 


( 861) 
89. The Basumati [Calcutta] of the 15th November says that Lord 


Curzon has warned Native Chiefs against getting 
themselves Anglicised. His Exeellency’s advice 
nae will doubtless prove beneficial. But it is the edu- 
cation that is given to the Native Princes in their boyhood that does the whole 
mischief. The Princes are 9g under the care and tuition of European 
teachers, and become sahebs. They lose their faith in the daily routine of 
acts and observances prescribed for the natives of India, and take kindly to 
everything English—from English love making to English dinners. Will mere 
advice without a complete abolition of the system of English education, now 


prescribed for Native Chiefs, do any good? It strikes us that if instead of 


treating them to such speeches, the Viceroy makes arrangements for imbuing 


the Princes from their boyhood with the spirit of Orientalism and preventing 
the injurious effects of association with Europeans from establishing themselves 
firmly in their susceptible minds, the desired object will be more surely and 
expeditiously attained. 


40. The Bangavast ( Calcutta] of the 17th November writes as follows :— 


The Viceroy’s advice to Native 
Chiefs. 


ee Lord Curzon is not letting an opportunity 
— — 9 oe ss without emphasising his desire to see the 


ative Chiefs true to their religion and customs, 
He does not wish to see them Anglicised. In his resolution condemning 


the tours of Native Chiefs in Europe, Lord Curzon advised them to remain 
true to native manners and customs. In his address to the students of the 
Rajkumar College, he reiterated this advice. He advised the Rajkumars to 
acquire a knowledge of European language and literature, without forsaking 
their own native customs, beliefs, and prejudices. He also advised them to 
devote their best attention to the promotion of the welfare of their subjects. 
It ie hoped that Lord Curzon’s advice will be rigidly and religiously followed 
by the Rajkumars. But there is one thing to be said in this connection. The 
Western education which the scions of Native Chiefs receive from their boyhood 
and the —— example of European teachers make it impossible for them 
not to contract Western customs and prejudices, not to be fcnd of Western 
education and training—in a word, not to be Anglicised. Lord Curzon’s advice 
to the Rajkumars will be of no avail if he cannot do away with the present 
system of imparting Western education to the Rajkumars, 

, 41, The Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 19th November says that the 


oe ‘wise advice given by Lord Curzon in some of 

at Curzon’s advice to Native hig speeches ought not to be forgotten by Native 
Chiefsand Nobles. If they had received such advice 
from His Excellency’s predecessors, they would not have fallen into misery, 


There is still time for them to mend their ways, if they strictly follow the wise 
counsel given them by Lord Curzon, 


V.—PROSPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE, 


42. A correspondent of the Mitavadt [Calcutta] of the 16th November 


: writing from Khanyan, in the Hooghly district 

aot wee the Hooghly says that the prospects of the winter and y in that 

part of the country are not good, Excessive rain- 

fall destroyed the ay on the low lands, and the paddy plants on the high lands 

are now withering for want of rain. To aggravatn the situation, a kind of 

insect has made its appearance, and is eating up the ears of paddy. These 
insects invade the fields at night and disappear at daybreak. 


VI.—MIscELLANEOUS. 
43. The iio tiene [Calcutta] of the 16th November has the 
lowing :— 
Lord Curzon’s sympathy with In his speeches in the Bombay Presidency Lord 
=e Curzon has given the public hints on the policy 


he has adopted in the government of this country, and said many things about 
his government. His utterances are marked by large-heartedness, sincere 
sympathy with the Indian people, and a strong and earnest desire to save and 
protect them. The ring of sincerity in his words has filled the Indians with so 
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warm a feeling of gratitude that they are worshipping him as the idol of their 
a His Lordship’s expression of sympathy with natives has proved gall 
and wormwood to the Anglo-Indian editors. The Pioneer has, on the plea of 
criticising the Viceroy’s speeches, given vent to its feelings, The writings of 
that paper in this connection would have been harmless, but for the sting they 
contain. The writer criticises His Excellency in a spirit of ridicule, distrusts 
his good intentions, and_sympathises with those Viceroys who were not well- 
wishers of the people like Lord Curzon. All thisin a leading paper like the 
Pioneer is a sorry sight. ‘There have been bem wt who pleased the Indians 
with sweet words and large promises, but wholly disappointed them by their 
acts. Such were all the Viceroys from Lord Dufferin to Lord Elgin, and they, 
therefore, failed to attract the sympathy, respect, and devotion of the people, 
No Viceroy after Lord Ripon has been uble to win the love and _ respect of the 
Indians to such a «legree as Lord Curzon. The fault of His Excellency’s 
immediate predecessors was that they saw through the eyes of their Secretaries. 
The policy which they followed was, therefore, a blind policy. But Lord 
Curzon sees everything with his own eyes, judges every question on its own 
merits, and, above all, feels for his subjects. There have been many famines in 
India, but did any Viceroy, except Lord Northbrook, go from door to door 
endeavouring to ms ha the sufferings of the people in the way Lord Curzon 
has done? What mischief did the plague administration not work in the time 
of the late Viceroy? And how harmlessly is it being carried on under the 
present Governor-General! It is necessary that the representative of our kind 
and gracious Empress should be a kind man, and our present Viceroy is a 
man who feels as much for a petty, poor clerk as he does for a high-placed 
Native Chief. It is such kind treatment of the people which is calculated to 
make firmer the foundations of British rule in India. 

In a word, Lord Curzon loves India, loves its people, loves its arts and 
industries. His Bombay speech will be long remembered in this country. 
Never did we hear such nectar words dripping after Lord Ripon’s departure 
from these shores, Lord Curzon has evinced great sympathy with the 
Musalman community in particular, And that community accepts, with 
heart-felt gratitude, his presents to the Wazir Khan’s mosque and the Moghul 
Emperors’ mosque in Lahore. The whole Musalman community of India bless 
His Lordship and pray for his long life. 

44, The Prativasi {Calcutta ; of the 19th November writes as follows: — 

a Lord Curzon has expressed his dislike of An- 

yond, Curzon on Anglicised slicised Indians. Writing on this subject, the 
Indu Prakash of Bombay says that those respect- 

able natives who attended His Excellency’s darbar wearing the native dhoti 
had to obtain previous permission to appear in that dress. Native dhotis and 
native shoes have always been viewed with extreme dislike by Englishmen, 
and no Indian is ever likely to be favoured by his English master unless and 
until those articles of native dress are banished from the country. And yet if 
they are discarded and the Indian is Anglicised, he becomes an object of 
dislike with the Viceroy. 'The Indian is thus placed in adilemma. What is he 
todo now? Many of Lord Curzon’s precepts, it strikes us, are opposed to his 
practien, and seem to require some sort of commentary, without which the 


ndian will find it hard to follow the precept in his life and reconcile it with 
official practice, | 


Uriya Papers. 


45. The Samvadvahika | Balasore | of the 1st November generally approves 


enone of the remarks made by His Excellency the 
oe Tey * ee ree. Viceroy and Governor-General of India in his 
statement on the famine in India. The Uriya and Navasamvad [Balasore] of 


the 7th November holds a similar opinion and gives a substance of His 
Excellency’s speech. 


46. The Uriya and Navasamvad [Balasore] of the 7th November is glad 


eh i ie learn that Lord Curzon has, to a certain extent, 


e _. Modified the rules regulating the permission 
granted to British soldiers to go about shooting into the villages situated near 


FF ware wet OU .hUmrm Ce lCULCCULtollCU llc | ee od 


Qo rnrRea WwW 


—s ww ee 


( 863 ) 


their cantonments, and hopes that fatal accidents, incident to such shooting 
parties, may be avoided in the future. 

47, e Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 10th November is sorry to notice 

ee that though a large number of pilgrims resort to 
ctotwmta at the temple of Dhavuleswar, situated on a triangular 
piece of land to the west of the Cuttack town, the 
Raja of Athgarh, to whom the — belongs, has hardly made any arrange- 
ment for their accommodation. The pilgrims pass many hours in an open 
place, while their discomforts and inconveniences are many. As the mela 18 
generally held in the month of Kartik or November, it is advisable that the 
Raja should construct some temporary sheds for the protection of those that 
remain there at night. The Raja should also stop black-mailing and other 
modes of oppression that apparently seem to be carried on in his name. 

48. The same paper is sorry to point out that two small rivulets, created 
by the floods in the Brahmini and Kharsua, are 
doing much harm to crops in killa Madhupur. So 
long as there were no embankments on either side 
of the Brahmini or Kharsua, the injury done by the floods was distributed 
evenly over all the villages on either bank of the river, and no particular 
village fared worse than other villages on that account. Jt was a mistaken 
policy to construct an embankment on one side of the river, for it protected 
the villages that were behind the embankment, while those on the opposite 
side were abandoned to the violence of the river-floods, Asa consequence, 
there were breaches on the opposite side that served as so many outlets to the 
river. Two of these ex me in time, and though landlords and tenants tried 
to fill them up, the Public Works Department authorities interfered from a 
fear of their embankment on the opposite side being injured in any way. 
Thus the landed classes in killa Madhupur are in a helpless state, and pray that 
His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor will be moved to do something in their 
behalf. One of these rivulets is called the Janardan Ghat. An idea of the 
injury done to the standing paddy crop may be formed from the fact that the 
ralyats could not harvest their ripe bealt paddy, as it was covered with sand, 
while the winter paddy found a watery grave, that lasted for many days. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 
Bengal Transiaior. 
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